
The Shavian Alphabet

The Shavian alphabet (also known as the “Shaw alphabet”) is an 
alphabet constructed to a provide simple, phonemic representation of 
the English language. It was funded by, and named after, the Irish 
playwright George Bernard Shaw (1856–1950).

George Bernard Shaw was a vocal critic of English spelling because it 
is not consistent, has no rules for pronunciation and makes learning 
English difficult for non-English speakers. He desired and advocated a 
spelling reform and a new alphabet.

Shaw’s interest in spelling and alphabet reform was made clear in his will, in which provision was 
made for James Pitman to establish a “Shaw Alphabet”. Following Shaw's death in November 
1950, the Shaw Trust announced a competition to design a new alphabet, with the aim of 
producing a system that would be an economical way of writing the English language. The 
winner’s design became the new “Shaw” alphabet.

Shaw’s Trust could afford to publish only one book – a version of Shaw's play “Androcles and the 
Lion”, in a bi-alphabetic edition using conventional English spelling (the Latin alphabet) and 
Shavian spelling (the Shaw alphabet). It was published in 1962. Copies were sent to all major 
libraries in English-speaking countries.

The new Shaw (or Shavian) alphabet has 48 letters, and no capital letters. Each character in the 
alphabet requires only a single stroke to be written on paper. The pen needs to be lifted only once 
when writing each character, thus enabling faster writing.

Additionally, five common words are written as single letters:
 the ( )𐑞
 of ( )𐑝
 and ( )𐑯
 to ( )𐑑
 for ( )𐑓

Using the Shavian alphabet makes it easy to pronounce any word, since there is no ambiguity 
about the pronunciation of letter groups (for example, there are 9 ways to pronounce ‘ough’). 
Another advantage is that it eliminates homographs (written words which have more than one 
pronunciation). For example:

 produce (verb): 𐑐𐑮𐑩𐑛𐑵𐑕
 produce (noun): 𐑐𐑮𐑭𐑛𐑵𐑕

More details: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shavian_alphabet

Recommended video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D66LrlotvCA

English to Shavian converter: https://nwah.github.io/to-shavian/

https://nwah.github.io/to-shavian/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D66LrlotvCA


This is the Shavian alphabet:

and here are some examples of sentences using both the Latin and Shavian alphabets:

The brown fox  jumped over the lazy dog.
                        .𐑞 𐑚𐑮𐑬𐑯 𐑓𐑭𐑒𐑕 𐑡𐑳𐑥𐑐𐑑 𐑴𐑝𐑼 𐑞 𐑤𐑱𐑟𐑰 𐑛𐑭𐑜

Paris is  beautiful in  the spring.
·               .𐑐𐑨𐑮𐑦𐑕 𐑦𐑟 𐑚𐑿𐑑𐑩𐑓𐑩𐑤 𐑦𐑯 𐑞 𐑕𐑐𐑼𐑦𐑙

Engineers and architects are necessary during the construction of a  skyscraper.
                                          .𐑧𐑯𐑡𐑩𐑯𐑽𐑟 𐑯 𐑸𐑒𐑩𐑑𐑧𐑒𐑑𐑕 𐑸 𐑯𐑧𐑕𐑩𐑕𐑧𐑮𐑰 𐑛𐑻𐑦𐑙 𐑞 𐑒𐑩𐑯𐑕𐑑𐑮𐑳𐑒𐑖𐑩𐑯 𐑝 𐑱 𐑕𐑒𐑲𐑕𐑒𐑮𐑱𐑐𐑼


